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1. THOUGH THE TWO CHAMBERS WILL NOT FORMALLY PRONOUNCE THEM- 
SELVES ON THE MATTER UNTIL OCTOBER 22, PARLIAMENT WILL NOT 
DEBATE PRESIDENT LEONE S CONTROVERSIAL MESSAGE ON THE PROB- 
LEMS OF THE COUNTRY. IN THE END, ALL PARTIES, EXCEPT THE 
EXTREME RIGHT MSI-DN HAVE LINED UP AGAINST A DEBATE, EVEN 
WITHOUT A VOTE. IN THE WORDS OF SOCIALIST (PSI) PARLIAMEN- 
TARY LEADER MARIOTTI, WHOSE PARTY LED THE FIGHT, "A DEBATE ON 
THE PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENT WOULD BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL, AND A 
HARBINGER OF POLITICAL COMPLICATIONS." 

2. COMMENT: FEAR OF "POLITICAL COMPLICATIONS" WAS UNDOUBT- 
EDLY DETERMINING. MANY OBSERVERS HAD READ LEONE'S MESSAGE AS 
A HARSH JUDGEMENT ON THE GOVERNING RECORD OF THE CENTER-LEFT 
PARTIES. MOREOVER, NO PARTY, EXCEPT THOSE OF THE RIGHT, WISHED 
TO CONFRONT ISSUES LIKE THE CALL FOR LEGISLATION TO REGULATE 
STRIKES. FINALLY, FEAR OF ACCEPTING A PRECEDENT WHICH COULD 
INFRINGE ON PARLIAMENT S (AND THEREFORE THE PARTIES') MONOPOLY 
OF POLITICAL POWER ALSO PLAYED A ROLE. THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
ARGUMENT WAS JURIDICAL PETTIFOGGERY: PRESIDENT LEONE'S MES- 
SAGE COULD NOT BE DEBATED, BECAUSE THE HEAD OF STATE IS, CON- 
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